OBJECTIVE: Currently, the assessment by journal reviewers of whether or not an article is likely to be highly cited in the future is entirely subjective. The objective of this study was to examine, in a high impact general obstetrics and gynecology journal, the association between characteristics of published papers in obstetrics and gynecology and the citation frequency in the first 5 years postpublication. STUDY DESIGN: This was a retrospective cohort study in which the baseline "cohort" was the population of articles published in the Green Journal (GJ) in 2012. The primary exposure was the subject category in which each article fell. We characterized every original research article based on subject (obstetrics, benign gynecology, oncology, reproductive endocrinology, urogynecology and family planning) and study design. We then used the Scopus database to determine the 5 year citation frequency. The 5 year citation frequency was our primary outcome. RESULTS: Among the 217 original research papers published by GJ in 2012, the number of obstetrics articles (121) exceeded gynecology articles (95) by 27.4%. In terms of the five-year citation frequency by subject category, the median number of citations was highest for family planning articles at 34.5, while benign gynecology articles had the lowest median number of citations at 16. Compared to benign gynecology articles, family planning articles had a five-year citation incidence rate that was more than twofold greater (IRR¼2.14, 95% CI 1.2-3.8, p¼0.008). There was no statistically significant difference in the five-year citation incidence rate between articles in the other subject categories as compared to benign gynecology articles. Within each subject category, there was no difference in the five-year citation frequency between control trials versus observational studies. Compared to gynecology papers, obstetrics research papers were much more likely to have an annual citation rate of 1 or less (OR¼3.15, 95% CI 1.22-8.15, p¼0.02). CONCLUSION: The cohort of original research papers the GJ published in 2012 were dominated by obstetrics articles. However, these articles were three times more likely than gynecology articles to have an annual citation rate of 1 or less. On the surface, this result suggests that journal editors should be cautious about accepting an excess of articles in one subject category as it may have a dilutional effect in terms of citations. Further studies are needed to corroborate our findings. 
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